ALLENBY IN EGYPT
Damascus and Beirut; only Allenby's authority prevented
it.    He was at Beirut at the time with the  French
commander, General Gouraud, and sent a staff officer to
interpose himself between the two forces and to dissuade
the Arabs from their intention of attacking.   It was the
last act of his command in Syria, and postponed the
conflict between French and Arabs till July 1920.    In
that month, as a result of the announcement in May of
the terms of the French mandate for Syria, hostilities
broke out; after a short struggle the French occupied
Damascus, and Feisal left the country.    As is known,
the British Government later made to their Arab allies of
the war such reparation as lay in their power by placing
Feisal on the throne of Iraq, and his brother Abdullah
on the throne of Trans-Jordan.
The story of Palestine under Allenby may also be
shortly outlined here.   His policy was to administer it,
so far as possible, strictly under the international rules
for enemy territory occupied in war, which laid down the
principle that the administrator is merely a tenant who
can make no avoidable change in the existing laws and
arrangements until the country is disposed of by treaty
of  peace.    This,  Allenby   considered,   precluded   any
special privileges being accorded for Jewish settlement
until the Peace Conference had given their decision. The
Foreign   Office,   however,   in   contravention   of   these
accepted principles, sent a Zionist Commission to Pales-
tine in the spring of 1918.   Allenby continued to adhere,
so far as possible, to the orthodox interpretation of the
duties of a military administration; and thereby became
the target of some of the criticism of the impatient
Zionists.   AUenby's Political Officer, Colonel Meinertz-
hagen (who was an Intelligence officer in 1917 and had
been responsible for the famous 'haversack ruse' at the
Third Battle of Gaza)s considering that Allenby was not
carrying out in Palestine the policy of the Foreign Office
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